[Effect of mercury on the sexual cycle and prenatal and postnatal development of progeny].
Extensive use of mercury in various economic branches and its toxic properties as well as increasing number of exposed population make it necessary to elaborate the data on the relatively little known aspects of hazardous effects of this compound. Basing on the data from literature and our own studies we analysed the effects of mercury on the sex cycle in humans and animals, penetration of mercury from mother's blood to fetus, embryotoxic and teratogenic effects of mercury and influence of prenatal intoxication on postnatal development of progeny. Toxic effects of organic and inorganic effects of mercuric compounds, especially mercury vapours, were compared. A need was pointed out to decrease the value of the maximum allowable concentration of mercury vapour to 0.01 mg/m3 in case of women's occupational exposure to that element.